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The chief of the Tass sgeicy in Vienna expreossad the belief thet Western
Germany end Frarice were of much greater political lmportance than &1l
other countries in Kurope, lle comiented with lrony on the front page

© display which newspapers in Hurope gave to the recent incidents in

Scandinavia. He voilced the opinion that they affected only s theater of
Secondary importance snd would not alter Sweden's pelitical attltude.

He alzo considered Italy as of only secondary importance in international
affairs, especislly as, in his opinion, Italy was almost neutralized
because of the strength of her lefi=wing partles, le admltted that PY 0=
Americsn groups becsme strunger in France, but etated that thig was
possible only by way of pressure, He felt that the French left-wing
oppesltion constituied a hesvy strain on the position of the HATO end
sxpressed the belief that the situation in Franoce was unstable, Il argued
that it was lipossidble to eliminate the French Comnmnists by patting sali
thelr lemders in jall, 4s 1o Wemtern Germany he salid that by stgning the
contractuel egreement, Adensuer obtained a Pyrrhio victory and became
subject to heavy oriticiam in Western Germeny., Only through fesy of beilng
taken in tow by the Commniasts did the Socinal Democrats not launch a mase
wovewsent which might result in an overthrow of the Bonn Government, The
chief of the Taws agenoy made it clear that the speocial Plenipotentiaries
of the SID are the sctusl leaders of the KPJ in Western Germany, rather
than the leftwwing radicale. He seid that he did not know exaotly how the
varlous functiona were assigned at present, but stated, that persons such
a8 Waiter Ulbricht, Franz Ushlem and Rudolf Hermstadt would strongly
influence the future development of the German problem, lle finally stated
that it wes worth noting thet no strong right-wing party after the fashion
of the French or liaslilen right-wing parties had been formed in Western
Gerusny to date and sdded that this made Lt possible to combine the-
nationel concepiion of the unity of Germany with the social opposition of
the lsborers, unemployed and refugees under Commuriet lesdership, -

e loument, Herrnstadt has not as yot been given a more prominent

asaignuent by the SED in conjunotion wlth the Germen problem. Iis name
has recently been mentioned only rarely in publio. liowever, there 1s no
doubt that as s eandidate for the Polltburesuy and edi tor-in-chief of the
newspaper, Neuen Usutschland, he is one of the most influential SED menbers,
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